nimating Sabarimala’s
Manikantan

The journey to Sabarimala is a pilgrimage that many Hindus
perform every vear. The tale that surrounds the deity has
been put into animation and is ready for release this year
reports Nikita Banerjee.

ndian animalors hove never bean far iram

religious stores ond lexts. So the first ull

langlh animation film being made in Mo-
iayalom s on Keralas Lord Ayyoppa. The
fiim, Monikontan, made by India Tales Me-
gia s the lirs! leature lenglh onimaled iim 1o
be made In Maloyolom, It is also one of the
mosl expensive Malayalom lgnguoge fiim 1o
be ever made with o budgel of USS 10 mil-
Hon, The lilm is saf in ditferenl aras and o
maor parhan of the film 15 sel in he pres-
anl. As the fllm Is seen through the eyes ol o
five-vadar old, It will also porray the formalive
years of Lord Ayyappa-right from how he was
bom on earin 1o how he grows and malures
05 0 prince in his kingdom, fo how ha finally
rids the world of the demon Mahishi, and hi-
nolly how he comes 1o De reverad 05 Swami
Avvapoa from Manikanicn

shatlendro Vashisth, Commerciol Diractor, In

dia Toles. says “We chosa o chorocter basaed
on mythology primarily for two reasons. The
first being, historicolly the most successiul in

Qian animanon movies have revolved around
mythological characlars. Indion  audiences
never firg ol siones parigining 10 our culiurne
ond hislory ond hence, myinology bDasad
movies are always popular. Sacond, India
Toles 1s cenlered on loking Indian stornes and
folklore o a global audience. We are proud of
U fch cullure and wea would ke Ingdion cul-
lure 1o carve iis place among Ine cullures of
the world, Mythology Is 0 greal woy 1o moke
his passible.”

The idea o moke an animation flim on Lord
Avvappo struck In late 2007 whan MNalin
singh, Managing Cireclor, Indid Toles, saw O
comic book on Monikanion credied Dy then
colleogue Rovi Shonkar and (llustrated by fo-
mous cancons! B Gujjaroppa. When Ray
came 1o ma wilh Ihe comic. | begon rasearch
ing on Ihe Legend of Lord Ayyappa ond wos
shuck by the universal appeal of the story, It
came acioss 0s 0 clossic lole of good over
goming evil and one that would coplure the
imagination of cudiences ocross Ihe world,”
says Singh

The liim brngs fogelner aght dilerent onima
ton shyles which Is also a lirst lor any anima
tion filr fo be mode In India. Manikanlon hos

a blend of maditional cel onimation fechnique
canoon anmimahon, dlgial ommalion, cioy
motion, foy art ond Hlustrative ort, The lilm
S0 InCorporales a new Shyle of
which tokes after Ine Kermala Mural A Style
This slyla is haavily inspired by the Karalo
Temple Mural At which has been prochiced

animaion

10 CamiLres

With the animation lechniquas In place, tha
choracier design process bagan. The chor-
oclers In the fim were clossilied Info Hree
caleganes -- primary, seconaary and srary
Belore the design process could bagin, Ihe di
rectorn ond Ihe scriphwriler, Knshnag Kumar, de-
valoped e rans of each of Ineé pnmary char
octers. This brial wos given 1o he choracher
gesigner who Inen prepored rougn skeichas
and hondad hem over 10 Ihé an airecion 1o

develop e colour chors

Reqgl Syne. the direcior, says "When | came

feature

o ognimating Lord Ayyappa, we |ooked af
severgl sources and consulled severol ex
pars on Karolg lolkione. Our scriphwriler

nimselt a PhD in Kergla folklore and mythol
ogy. He gave us Invaluoble inputs on how fo
creqale Lotd Ayvoppa, 'We also consulled the
irovancome Devaswom Boord and the Akhilo
Hharativa AvwWoppa Sava Sangha who ora the
official rusts looking after tha Ayvoppa lample
al Sabarimalo. 'We also received help from
he Thanli, head pnests. al the Sobanmalo
lemple ond we even gol hislorical references
rom the presaent ceramonial kKing of Pondo-
lam. All this was backad by a ol of resaarch
dona by our fesam basad oul of Trivandrum.”

During the preproduction of - Manikantan
softworas like Adobe Photoshop 1o creata the
backgrounds, Adobe ARer Effects lor Compos
ling and o creake spacinl effecls weare usad
Apple's Final Cut Pro was used for video edil
ng. Adobe Flash for soma scenes requinng
special animation, Apples Logic 8 1or sound
giiechs ond Animo. Softwares like Hinl and

Flamea weare olso used

With o pre-production team of 45 members
in Trivandrum and 200 animaotors based In
Hyderabod, India Toles Meda wos able fo
wrop up he profect in less than o year. Bul
for 0 slart-up company ke Intia Talkes, mak-
(N O project on such O lorge scole posad
many challenges. We hod 1o deal with lim
thed avallability of lunds al tha righl lime dua
1o imited resources. We hod 1o interoct wilh
over 20 partners and monoging them ond
limelings.” says Singh. Anothé: challenge
was o invent ways ol animaling femple mu
rol art and indian oll pointings. “These hove
nevar bean done belore. S0 wa hod o ligure
out an approach, meinodoioqy and than irain
e leam for the fask. This ook endrmous
lime and allon

ihe post production of the film ook plocs in
Chennal and Mumbal, The liim hos sever
so0ngs composad by he magsito lllalyaroa
sinca ha film s set in three differenl ergs
the music in the film ranges from clossico
1o contemporary. Manikantan will bé simulto
neously produced in Hindl, Kannoda, Telugu
and Tamil languoges The film meleases in
symmer 2009 ar
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